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GREETINGS

Dear Young Marsilius Fellows 2025–26,
Dear Participants,

At its core, the Marsilius Kolleg is not just an organization or an institution—it 
is a mindset. The Young Marsilius Fellows program beautifully illustrates what 
that mindset looks like in practice. Each year, twelve outstanding early-career re-
searchers from a wide range of disciplines come together to engage in an intensive 
dialogue about their own research and the broader questions that connect science 
with society.

This year’s Fellows have once again taken that dialogue as the starting point for 
today’s symposium. Inspired by their annual motto, “Back & Forth”, they explore 
a question that could hardly be more timely: What can science contribute in times 
of profound crisis? What are its responsibilities, its limits, and its role in society? 
By choosing the title “Science (in) Crises?”, they also acknowledge that science is 
not only called upon to respond to crises but can, at times, become part of them.

The resulting program brings together perspectives from across the natural 
sciences, the humanities, the social sciences, and beyond. Combining academ-
ic discussion with creative and interactive formats, it invites reflection, dialogue, 
and active participation while demonstrating the value of genuine interdisciplinary 
exchange.

This event is your event, dear Young Marsilius Fellows. It reflects not only your 
ideas and academic expertise, but also your creativity, your openness to experi-
mentation, and your commitment to engaging science with society. We also extend 
our sincere thanks to Claudia Denkinger, Martin Enserink, Jonas Grethlein, Rohini 
Kuner, and Max Jungmann for contributing their expertise and for joining this 
innovative format.

To all participants, we wish you an inspiring day filled with stimulating conversa-
tions, new perspectives, and unexpected encounters. We hope you leave with fresh 
ideas, new questions, and a renewed appreciation for the power of interdisciplinary 
dialogue.

With our best wishes,

Michael Boutros and Friederike Nüssel
Directors of the Marsilius Kolleg
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PROGRAM

9.45
Welcome

10.00
Prologue
Opening remarks 
by Friederike Nüssel and Michael Boutros 
Directors of the Marsilius Kolleg

10.10
Introduction
Young Marsilius Fellows 

10.30
Part 1: What Is Science Good For  
in Times of Crisis?
A Perspective from the Humanities 
Chair: YMF Joachim Brenner
Keynote: Jonas Grethlein (Classics):  
Hope - a ressource in times of crisis? 
Response by YMF Martin Würtz  
(Molecular Biology)
Open-Floor Discussion

11.30
Coffee break

11.45
A Perspective from the Life and  
Natural Sciences 
Chair: YMF Ann-Christin Pfeifer
Keynote: Rohini Kuner (Pharmacology):  
Chronic Pain: a cause and symptom of crisis
Response by YMF Edmund Yeboah  
(Global Health)
Open-Floor Discussion

12.45
Lunch & talk

13.45
Part 2: Diving Deeper: Experiencing  
the Value and Limits of Science in 
Crisis
Science in Action: A Social Simulation

15.15
Coffee break

15.30
Part 3: Addressing Current Crises: 
Practical Challenges for Science 
(Communication)
Panel Discussion with
Prof. Dr. Claudia Denkinger (Infectious 
Diseases/Global Health, Heidelberg 
University)
Martin Enserink (Science Journalist,  
Science Magazine)
Dr. Max Jungmann (Political Science, 
Heidelberg Center for the Environment)

17.00
Young Marsilius Fellow 2025-26: 
Retrospective & Outlook

17.30
Reception

SCIENCE (IN) CRISES?  
THE ROLE OF SCIENCE IN SOCIETY: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
16.7.2026 at the Marsilius-Kolleg
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SPECIAL GUESTS

Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Jonas Grethlein is Professor in Greek literature at 
Heidelberg University. He received the Heinz Maier Leibnitz Preis 
and the Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Preis. His recent books include 
Ancient Greek Texts and Modern Narrative Theory (2023); Hoff-
nung. Eine Geschichte der Zuversicht von Homer bis zum Klima
wandel (2024); Prometheus. Die Macht eines Mythos von der An-
tike bis zu Elon Musk (in press).

Prof. Dr. Claudia Denkinger is a professor and medical director of 
the Department of Infectious Diseases at the Heidelberg University 
Hospital. She is an infectious disease specialist with extensive exper-
tise in diagnostics for Global Health. She contributed to advancing 
the field through diagnostics development and clinical trials, enabling 
policy development on the national and international level, incl. for 
TB, hepatitis, SARS-CoV-2.

Dr. Max Jungmann is the Executive Manager of the Heidelberg Cen-
ter for the Environment (HCE) at Heidelberg University and the CEO 
of Momentum Novum and FALK Momentum. In his work at the 
intersection between academia and consulting, he focuses on sus-
tainable development, transformation processes, strategy develop-
ment, leadership, and innovation management. Moreover, Max is 
the Co-Chair for Research on SDG 13 at United Nations Academic 
Impact, is a member of Heidelberg University’s Sustainability Board 
and leads the University’s delegations to the Conferences of the Par-
ties to the UNFCCC.

Rohini Kuner is a neuropharmacologist with a research focus on neu-
ral circuitry and the molecular and cellular mechanisms underlying 
chronic pain. She obtained a Phd in Pharmacology in the USA before 
coming to Heidelberg, Germany for postdoctoral work and estab-
lished a DFG-financed Emmy Noether Research group at the Phar-
macology Institute in Medical Faculty Heidelberg of Heidelberg Uni-
versity. Rohini Kuner has received two ERC Advanced Grants, leads 
a large multidisciplinary Collaborative Research Center on chronic 
pain (2012-2027) and is Vice-Dean for Research at Medical faculty 
Heidelberg.

Martin Enserink is a Deputy News Editor at Science magazine. He 
became a journalist after obtaining a master’s degree in biology from 
the University of Groningen in the Netherlands and joined Science 
in 1999, working initially at the magazine’s Washington D.C. head-
quarters and later as a correspondent and news editor from Paris. He 
is now based in Amsterdam.

PROF. DR. CLAUDIA DENKINGER 
Global Health / Infectious Diseases, Heidelberg University

MARTIN ENSERINK
Science Journalist (Amsterdam), Science Magazine
Nature Marsilius Visiting Professor 2023-24

PROF. DR. JONAS GRETHLEIN
Classics, Heidelberg University, Marsilius Fellow 2018-19

DR. MAX JUNGMANN
Political Science, Executive Manager of the Heidelberg 
Center for the Environment (HCE)

PROF. DR. ROHINI KUNER
Pharmacology, Heidelberg University
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From left to right: Joachim Brenner, Martin Würtz, Edmund Yeboah, Carmen 
Wintergerst, Ann-Christin Pfeifer, Pilar Valero Fernández, Lucia Härer, Steffen 
Knoblauch, Miriam Neuhausen, Ann-Christine Link, Yijie Huang
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YOUNG MARSILIUS FELLOWS 
(YMF) 2025-26

DR. NINA BENZ
Law
„Sanctions, tariffs, ESG backlash: In times of growing geopolitical 
tensions, international businesses are often pulled back & forth 
by clashing regulations. I study how private law can and should 
adapt to an increasingly fractured global order.“

LUCIA HÄRER 
Astrophysics
„I research the origin of cosmic rays. These are particles with im-
mense energies, which rain on the earth from space. I specifically 
study cosmic rays from young star clusters, tracing their produc-
tion by the gamma-ray emission they produce. All to understand 
how cosmic rays shape the universe we live in.“

JOACHIM BRENNER
Economic and Social History
„In my research on Atomic Childhood and Belonging After WWII, 
I study how childhood is shaped by a back and forth in technology 
and #migration. Focusing on #play, the motto becomes the meth-
od: moving game pieces back and forth is a way to understand the 
world from our early days on.“

DR. YIJIE HUANG
History of Science
„The nature of a historian’s profession lies in looking back and 
forth. As a historian of science, I value the specificity of historical 
studies and aim to use it to restlessly problematise the divide be-
tween past and present and explore the dialogue between history 
and science.“

DR. PILAR VALERO FERNÁNDEZ
Linguistics
„I explore how mobility patterns in the last two decades have 
made Europe a key destination for Spanish-speaking migration 
— shaping how Spanish is transmitted as a heritage language 
through communicative practices, support programs, and com-
munity density.“

DR. STEFFEN KNOBLAUCH
Geoinformatics
„In my research on #Geoinformatics for #Climate action and #Re-
silience, I go back and forth between data and decisions - between 
analysis and impact. My work leverages the power of AI and com-
munity interaction to contribute towards sustainable and equitable 
resilience.“
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YOUNG MARSILIUS FELLOWS 
(YMF) 2025-26

DR. ANN-CHRISTINE LINK
Geography
„Too often, climate-affected communities face a back-and-forth 
of adapting, losing, rebuilding, leaving, and returning. I study the 
outcomes of #climate-related planned relocations to inform just 
relocation  strategies that #empower communities in their en-
deavors to adapt to climate change.“

DR. CARMEN WINTERGERST
Political Science
„Democracies don’t die overnight – they unravel. I study how po-
litical systems in Asia move back & forth between democracy and 
autocracy, and what makes some institutions break, others bend, 
and few(er) bounce back.“

MIRIAM NEUHAUSEN
English Linguistics
„I study how people change their ways of speaking  in different 
groups & situations, and how we can hear belonging, conflict, and 
contradiction in their voice – and what this has to do with power, 
society and discrimination.“

DR. MARTIN WÜRTZ
Molecular Biology
„Division is a hallmark of life. I study microtubules that grow, 
shrink, and branch to form the spindle that divides DNA during 
cell division. Like the spindle’s back & forth, research cycles be-
tween past results and new methods, turning old findings into 
models and models into experiments.“

DR. ANN-CHRISTIN PFEIFER
Medical Psychology
„My research moves back and forth between mind and body, clinic 
and lab, people and data. I study how attachment, mentalization, 
and digital tools interact to improve pain treatment and psycho-
therapy—bridging human connection and innovation in health 
research. This dialogue between empathy and evidence drives my 
work.“

EDMUND YEBOAH
Global Health
„I study how climate change affects health—especially for women 
and children—and work in a back-and-forth process with local 
stakeholders to find community-led ways to reduce its impact and 
strengthen resilience.“
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