
k
IN

TE
R

N
AT

IO
N

A
L 

M
A

R
S

IL
IU

S
 A

C
A

D
E

M
Y 

SCIENCE AND 
HISTORIES OF FEVER

20 – 25 SEPTEMBER 2026
at the Marsilius Kolleg, Heidelberg



© Marsilius-Kolleg der Universität Heidelberg, 2026
Im Neuenheimer Feld 130.1 / 69120 Heidelberg / Germany

Directors:
Prof. Dr. Michael Boutros / Prof. Dr. Friederike Nüssel
Editorial (V.i.S.d.P.): Tobias Just

Photo credits: Authors or their Institutions

IMPRINT

k

Funded by
the European Union



4 5

It is our great pleasure to welcome you to Heidelberg University and to the International 
Marsilius Academy 2026. We are delighted that you have joined us for a week of inter-
disciplinary exchange, discussion, and collaboration.

The Marsilius Kolleg is Heidelberg University’s interdisciplinary Institute for Advanced 
Study. Its mission is guided by the conviction that many complex questions can only 
be adequately understood when different disciplines engage with one another. The In-
ternational Marsilius Academy extends this approach to early-career researchers from 
Heidelberg, Germany, and around the world, bringing them together with experts from 
a wide range of academic fields.

This year’s topic “Feel the Heat: Science and Histories of Fever” is again well suited to 
such an interdisciplinary approach. Fever is a complex phenomenon that extends far 
beyond its biological and medical dimensions. It is also a sensory experience whose 
social and cultural meanings have been perceived and interpreted in very different ways 
across historical periods and societies. Our understanding of fever has changed pro-
foundly over time – from a disease characterized by a range of bodily sensations to its 
definition as a measurable rise in temperature associated with a variety of diseases and 
pathogens. At the same time, infectious diseases, both old and new, remain among the 
major challenges facing societies worldwide.

Over the coming days, the Academy will explore fever from perspectives ranging from 
virology, infectious diseases, neuroscience, biophysics, and epidemiology to history and 
science journalism. We hope that the talks, discussions, poster presentations, and col-

laborative activities will encourage you not only to share your own expertise but also to 
question familiar perspectives and discover connections across disciplinary boundaries.

Our sincere thanks go to everyone who has made this Academy possible: our speakers 
and Scientific Committee, the organizational team, and our cooperation partners and 
sponsors, whose support has enabled us to bring together this remarkable group of 
participants and scholars.

We wish you an inspiring and enjoyable week in Heidelberg – filled with stimulating 
discussions, new perspectives, and connections that will last well beyond the Academy.

Michael Boutros and Friederike Nüssel
Directors of the Marsilius Kolleg

Dear participants, dear colleagues,

WELCOME !
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SUNDAY 
20 SEPTEMBER 2026

17:00 – 18:00
Meet & Greet 

18:00 – 19:00
Guided City Tour 

19:30
Optional: Pub Crawl

MONDAY 
21 SEPTEMBER 2026

INTRODUCTION 
AND KICK-OFF

9:00 - 9:10
Michael Boutros 
Opening 

09:10 – 10:00
Freddy Frischknecht,  
Stefanie Gänger, Ulrich Schwarz 
Welcome, Introduction  
and Icebreaker Session

10:00 – 11:00 
Freddy Frischknecht,  
Stefanie Gänger, Ulrich Schwarz 
Thematic Introduction

11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break

11:30 – 12.30
Participants
Short pitches on current  
research projects

12:30 – 14:00
Lunch Break

14:00 – 16:00 
Projects / group work

16:00 – 17:30
Poster session

Dinner at your own expense  
and arrangement

Evening at your leisure

FEEL THE HEAT –
SCIENCE AND 
HISTORIES OF 
FEVER
International Marsilius 
Academy 2026, 
20 – 25 September 2026,
Marsilius Kolleg Heidelberg 

SCHEDULE
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WEDNESDAY
23 SEPTEMBER 2026

FEVER SPREADS/GOES GLOBAL: 
EPIDEMICS AND PANDEMICS 
Chair: Ulrich Schwarz 

09:00 – 10:00 
Kai Kupferschmidt 
Communicating Pandemics
(working title) 

10:00 – 11:00
Joacim Rocklöv 
Planetary Pressures on  
Infectious Diseases 

11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break

11:30 – 12:30
Claudia Denkinger 
Innovation in the Fight Against 
the World’s Oldest Epidemic

12:30 – 14:00
Lunch Break

Afternoon at your leisure 

Dinner (at your own expense  
and arrangement) 

20:30
Movie night 
(Karlstorbahnhof)

TUESDAY
22 SEPTEMBER 2026

TEMPERATURE AND ITS ROLE IN 
BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS
Chair: Freddy Frischknecht

09:00 – 10:00 
Shigehisa Kuriyama 
Fevers and the Great Forgetting

10:00 – 11:00
Jan Siemens 
Feeling the Heat: How the Nervous  
System Senses, Regulates, and  
Adapts to Temperature 

11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break

11:30 – 12:30
Kirk W. Deitsch 
The Great Ague: Mosquitoes,  
Parasites and People 

12:30 – 14:00 
Lunch Break

14:00 – 15:30 
Poster Session

15:30 – 17:30
Projekts / group work

Dinner at your own expense  
and arrangement

Evening at your leisure
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THURSDAY
24 SEPTEMBER 2026

MORE THAN HOT: SENSORY 
REGISTERS OF FEVER 
Chair: Friederike Nüssel 

09:00 – 10:00
Stefanie Gänger 
Sensory Histories of Fever and 
the Rise of Thermometry 

10:00 – 11:00
Lendert Gelens 
The Physical Effect of Temperature 
on Cellular Processes 

11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break

11:30 – 12:30
Natalia Machado 
The Neural Origins of Fever: 
How the Hypothalamus Resets 
Our Thermostat 

12:30 – 14:00
Lunch Break

FRIDAY
25 SEPTEMBER 2026

LOOKING BACK: PAST AND  
REPERCUSSIONS OF INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES 
Chair: Stefanie Gänger 

09:00 – 10:00
Maria Spyrou 
Insights into the History and Evolution 
of Infectious Diseases through Ancient 
Pathogen Genomics 

10:00 – 11:00
Hans-Georg Kräusslich 
Long-Term Consequences of Infections 

11:00 – 11:30
Coffee Break

11:30 – 12:30
Catherine Beck 
Fever and Disability in Eighteenth- 
Century Maritime Archives 

12:30 – 14:00
Lunch Break

14:00 – 17:30
Projects / group work 

Dinner at your own expense and 
arrangement 

19:00
Marsilius kontrovers 
(Public Panel Discussion)
“The Measured Human: Between 
 Diagnosis, Prevention and Self- 
Optimization”

14:00 – 15:30
Projects / group work

15:30 – 17:30
Project presentation, feedback, and 
closing ceremony 

19:30
Conference Dinner 
(Restaurant “Zaffarano”)
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SPEAKERS
CATHERINE BECK 
Catherine Beck is a social historian of medicine and the maritime world in the long 
eighteenth century working on seafarers’ experiences of disability, including mental 
difference, disorder and distress. She is currently a Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions 
postdoctoral fellow at Lund University, Sweden, where her project FLOTSAM inves-
tigates the impact of digital methods on sensitive or ‘hidden’ histories focusing on 
early modern maritime impairment and difference. Her previous research explored 
how the ocean environment, space of the ship and global mobility fundamentally 
shaped how ‘madness’ was experienced and understood at sea and in maritime 
communities. She has previously held positions at the University of Copenhagen, 
the Institute of Historical Research, London, and University College London. Her 
most recent publication ‘Becoming Mad at Sea: Shaped by the Pressures of Sea-ser-
vice in the Long Eighteenth-Century British Navy’ has just been published in Social 
History of Medicine.

25 SEPT 2026, 11:30
Fever and Disability in Eighteenth-Century Maritime Archives

CLAUDIA DENKINGER
Claudia Denkinger is Professor and Medical Director of the Department of In-
fectious Diseases at Heidelberg University Hospital. She is an infectious disease 
specialist with extensive expertise in diagnostics for Global Health. Her research 
focuses on diagnostics development, clinical trials, and implementation, particularly 
in resource-poor settings. She has contributed to advancing the field through diag-
nostics development and clinical trials, enabling policy development at the national 
and international level, including for tuberculosis, hepatitis, and SARS-CoV-2. Her 
background includes training in medicine, international public health, tropical med-
icine, and epidemiology. Before joining Heidelberg University Hospital in 2019, she 
led the tuberculosis program and established the hepatitis program at FIND, the 
Global Alliance for Diagnostics in Geneva. Her research team features here: www.
denkglobaldx.org

23 SEPT 2026, 11:30
Innovation in the Fight Against the World’s Oldest Epidemic 
24 SEPT 2026, 19:00
Panelist of Marsilius kontrovers on The Measured Human: Between Diagnosis, 
Prevention and Self-Optimization

KIRK W. DEITSCH
Kirk Deitsch is a Professor of Microbiology and Immunology at Weill Cornell Med-
ical College in New York City where he investigates how malaria parasites avoid 
the immune response of their human host and cause severe disease. Since joining 
the faculty at Weill Cornell, he received a New Scholar Award in Global Infectious 
Diseases from the Ellison Medical Foundation, a Presidential Early Career Award in 
Science and Engineering (PECASE) and awards for excellence in medical teaching 
and mentorship of graduate students. In 2024, he was elected a fellow of the Amer-
ican Academy for Microbiology. In addition to his position at Weill Cornell, he serves 
on the international advisory boards of the West African Center for Cell Biology of 
Infectious Pathogens (WACCBIP), the Kuvin Center for the Study of Infectious and 
Tropical Diseases at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Israel and the Eukaryotic 
Pathogens Innovation Center (EPIC) at Clemson University, USA. 

22 SEPT 2026, 11:30
The Great Ague: Mosquitoes, Parasites and People

STEFANIE GÄNGER
Stefanie Gänger is Professor of Modern and Global History at Heidelberg University 
and co-director of the Balzan-FRIAS Research Group Rethinking Global History. 
She holds an MPhil and a PhD in History from the University of Cambridge, after 
studying history at the Universities of Augsburg and Seville. She has held visiting 
fellowships at the Berlin Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, at the 
University of Pennsylvania, the EHESS and at Sciences Po Paris. In 2019 she was 
awarded the Heinz Maier-Leibnitz-Prize, Germany’s most important award for ear-
ly career academics. She is the author of Relics of the Past (Oxford University Press, 
2014), A Singular Remedy (Cambridge University Press, 2020) and co-editor with 
Jürgen Osterhammel of Rethinking Global History (Cambridge University Press, 
2024). In 2023, she received an ERC Consolidator Grant, FEVER, to study the 
history of febrile illness between 1750 and 1840.

24 SEPT 2026, 9:00
Sensory Histories of Fever and the Rise of Thermometry
24 SEPT 2026, 19:00
Panelist of Marsilius kontrovers on The Measured Human: Between Diagnosis, 
Prevention and Self-Optimization



14 15

LENDERT GELENS 
Lendert Gelens leads the research group “Dynamics in Biological Systems” at the 
Department of Cellular and Molecular Medicine, KU Leuven. His group studies 
how complex dynamical principles govern cell division and embryonic development, 
combining mathematical modeling, quantitative experiments, and custom-designed 
(microfluidic) tools. One key theme of the group’s recent work is how temperature 
shapes biological rhythms and developmental timing. Lendert holds master’s de-
grees in electrotechnical engineering and physics from the Vrije Universiteit Brussel. 
He obtained his PhD studying nonlinear dynamics and pattern formation at VUB, 
IFISC (Spain), and UC Berkeley, and moved into biology as a postdoc with James 
E. Ferrell at Stanford University. He has led his group at KU Leuven since 2016.

24 SEPT 2026, 10:00
The Physical Effect of Temperature on Cellular Processes

SHIGEHISA KURIYAMA
Shigehisa Kuriyama is the Reischauer Professor of Cultural History at Harvard 
University. His research explores broad philosophical questions about being and 
time, representation and reality, and knowing and feeling through the lens of com-
parative medical and cultural history, particularly in Japan, China, and Europe. His 
award-winning book The Expressiveness of the Body and the Divergence of Greek 
and Chinese Medicine (1999) has been translated into Greek, Chinese, Spanish, 
and Korean. His more recent work explores such topics as profound forgetfulness, 
the unrecognized claim of habits, and the evolution of happiness. He is also inter-
ested in how academics can enhance their teaching and scholarly communication 
by learning from magicians.

22 SEPT 2026, 09:00
Fevers and the Great Forgetting

KAI KUPFERSCHMIDT
Kai Kupferschmidt is a science journalist, presenter and author. He studied Mo-
lecular Biomedicine at the University of Bonn and later attended the Berlin School 
of Journalism. Corresponding for the specialist magazine “Science”, he has been 
reporting for many years, primarily on infectious diseases and global health. For 
example, he has been informing on Ebola, Covid-19 and Mpox. He also writes for 
numerous other German and international publisher and shares his knowledge via 
the podcast “Pandemia - Die Welt. Die Viren. Und wir.”He has received numerous 
awards for his work, including the Media Prize of the German Aids Foundation and 
the NASW Science in Society Journalism Award. In the winter term 2024-25, he 
joined the Marsilius Kolleg as the 9th Nature Marsilius Visiting Professor. 

23 SEPT 2026, 09:00
Communicating Pandemics

HANS-GEORG KRÄUSSLICH
Hans-Georg Kräusslich is Professor of Virology at Heidelberg University and cur-
rently President of the Heidelberg Academy of Sciences and Humanities. His re-
search focuses on the replication and spread of HIV and other viruses. He has pub-
lished more than 250 articles in peer-reviewed journals and has held numerous 
leadership positions in science and academia. He was one of the founding directors 
of the Marsilius-Kolleg, coordinated the Cluster of Excellence “Cellular Networks,” 
served as spokesperson of two DFG Collaborative Research Centers, and was Dean 
of the Medical Faculty Heidelberg and Chairman of the German Center for Infection 
Research. He is an elected member of the Leopoldina and the American Academy 
of Microbiology. His distinctions include the Mendel Medal, an honorary doctor-
ate from Charles University Prague, and the Staufer Medal in Gold by the state of 
Baden-Württemberg.

25 SEPT 2026, 10:00
Long-Term Consequences of Infections
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NATALIA MACHADO 
Natalia Machado is a neuroscientist and Assistant Professor of Neurology at Harvard 
Medical School, who conducts cutting-edge research with real-world impact. Her 
past discoveries include identifying how the brain controls fever, conflicting meta-
bolic demands, and stress-induced physiological and behavioral responses. She is 
also elucidating how modulating body temperature and metabolism can protect the 
brain and other vital organs from ischemic injury. Her lab is now pioneering a break-
through model of therapeutic hypothermia, a technique that could help save lives by 
reducing brain damage after strokes or cardiac arrest and work as a treatment for a 
broad range of illnesses. Dr. Machado has received prestigious funding support and 
produced new concepts that reshaped her research field. Her findings hold great 
promise for patients suffering from strokes, inflammatory illnesses, and metabolic 
disorders, including obesity.

24 SEPT 2026, 11:30
The Neural Origins of Fever: How the Hypothalamus Resets Our Thermostat

JOACIM ROCKLÖV
Joacim Rocklöv is an Alexander von Humboldt Professor and eco-epidemiologi-
cal modeler at Heidelberg University. His work bridges climate science, ecology, 
epidemiology, and data-driven innovation, advancing global capacity to anticipate 
and respond to the health impacts of a changing planet. He heads the Heidelberg 
Planetary Health Hub, which is dedicated to developing and applying innovative 
methods to understand, model, and predict how climate and the planetary crises 
influence infectious disease dynamics. Under his leadership, the Hub conducts in-
terdisciplinary research on how climate and climate change interact with biodiversity 
loss, pollution, and social and behavioural factors to drive disease patterns. The 
team is further engaged in developing AI-powered surveillance tools to enhance in-
tegrated monitoring and early detection of emerging health threats. Joacim Rocklöv 
co-directs the Lancet Countdown on Climate Change and Health in Europe and the 
Lancet Countdown on Plastics and Health.

23 SEPT 2026, 10:00
Planetary Pressures on Infectious Diseases

THORSTEN MOOS
Thorsten Moos is a theoretical physicist and Protestant theologian. He holds the 
Chair of Systematic Theology and Ethics at Heidelberg University. He studied 
physics and theology in Regensburg, Berlin, and Halle-Wittenberg and earned his 
PhD from the University of Halle-Wittenberg in 2006. From 2017 to 2021, he 
served as Professor of Systematic Theology and Ethics at the Kirchliche Hochschule 
Wuppertal/Bethel before accepting a call to Heidelberg. His research focuses on 
bioethics (especially the ethics of synthetic biological systems), medical ethics (an-
thropology and the concept of illness), and practice theory as a foundation of ethics 
(e.g., digital animism as a subjectivation practice). Together with Eva Winkler, he is 
one of the two founding directors of the Camilla and Georg Jellinek Center for Ethics 
(JCFE). He was a Marsilius Fellow in the 2022–23 academic year. 

24 SEPT 2026, 19:00
Panelist of Marsilius kontrovers on The Measured Human: Between Diagnosis, 
Prevention and Self-Optimization

ULRICH SCHWARZ
Ulrich Schwarz is Professor at the Institute for Theoretical Physics at Heidelberg 
University. He studied physics and history of science and earned his PhD in theo-
retical physics at the Max Planck Institute of Colloids and Interfaces in Potsdam in 
1998. During a postdoctoral position at the Weizmann Institute at Israel, he began 
working on theoretical biophysics. He subsequently led junior research groups in 
Potsdam and Heidelberg before becoming Professor of Theoretical Biophysics at 
the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) in 2008. He returned to Heidelberg in 
2019. His recent research includes work on the biophysics of infections, including 
viruses and malaria parasites. As a Marsilius Fellow, he explored the multifaceted 
nature of fever from a biophysical perspective. He currently also serves as speaker of 
the DFG review board that includes biophysics and biochemistry.

24 SEPT 2026, 19:00
Panelist of Marsilius kontrovers on The Measured Human: Between Diagnosis, 
Prevention and Self-Optimization
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JAN SIEMENS 
Jan Siemens is a neuroscientist specializing in thermoregulation and sensory neu-
roscience. A professor at Heidelberg University in Germany and group leader at the 
Molecular Medicine Partnership Unit (EMBL), he previously held research posi-
tions at the Max Delbrück Center in Berlin and UCSF, where he worked with Nobel 
Laureate David Julius. His early research contributed to identifying the tip link in 
auditory hair cells, essential for sound perception. He later shifted focus to thermal 
sensation, studying TRP ion channels and their role in temperature detection and 
pain modulation. His work on hypothalamic thermoregulation has provided new in-
sights into how internal thermal sensors regulate body temperature. More recently, 
his research identified a neuronal plasticity mechanism that helps mice develop heat 
tolerance over time, shedding light on how organisms adapt to long-term thermal 
challenges. His studies continue to advance our understanding of the nervous sys-
tem’s response to environmental changes.

22 SEPT 2026, 10:00
Feeling the Heat: How the Nervous System Senses, Regulates, and Adapts to 
Temperature

MARIA SPYROU
Maria Spyrou is a Junior Professor of Microbial Archaeogenomics at the University 
of Tübingen and the Senckenberg Centre for Human Evolution and Palaeoenviron-
ment (SHEP). In 2018, she completed a PhD in Archaeological Sciences at the 
University of Tübingen and the MPI for the Science of Human History. For her PhD 
thesis, she received the Otto Hahn Medal for tracing the evolution of the plague 
pathogen, Yersinia pestis, from prehistory to the present. Thereafter, she became a 
postdoctoral researcher at the MPI for the Science of Human History and the MPI 
for Evolutionary Anthropology. Since 2020, she has been based at the University of 
Tübingen, where she leads a research group focused on tracing historical and pre-
historic infectious disease epidemics and reconstructing microbial diversity in deep 
evolutionary time. She currently holds an ERC Starting Grant (PROTOPEST) and 
is a principal investigator of two Clusters of Excellence, “HUMAN ORIGINS” and 
“Controlling Microbes to Fight Infections”.

25 SEPT 2026, 09:00
Insights into the History and Evolution of Infectious Diseases through Ancient 
Pathogen Genomics

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

FRIEDERICH FRISCHKNECHT
Freddy Frischknecht studied biochemistry at the Free University in Berlin and 
worked on the cell biology of poxvirus infection for his PhD at EMBL Heidelberg. 
He did his postdoctoral studies at the Institut Pasteur in Paris, where he started 
to work on malaria parasites, specifically the forms of the parasite transmitted by 
mosquitoes. These Plasmodium sporozoites migrate rapidly and he and his col-
leagues could define the skin phase of infection upon transmission by mosquitoes 
using live cell imaging. Since 2005 he is group leader and since 2014 professor 
at the department of parasitology of Heidelberg University, since 2022 member of 
EMBO. His team works to understand the molecular processes underlying malaria 
parasite formation and migration and aims to develop genetically attenuated malaria 
parasites for vaccination.

STEFANIE GÄNGER
(see „speakers”)

ULRICH SCHWARZ
(see „speakers”)
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ORGANIZATION TEAM
YIJIE HUANG
Yijie Huang is a historian of early modern medicine and science. She received her 
PhD from the University of Cambridge and joined the ERC project “Fever: Global 
Histories of (a) Disease, 1750–1840” in 2023. Her research explores perceptions, 
techniques, and ideas of fever across eighteenth-century Europe and China, focusing 
on the body of the go-between. She was awarded a Young Marsilius Fellowship for 
the academic year 2025–26.

JULIAN VOITS
Julian Voits is a PhD candidate in the group of Ulrich Schwarz at the Institute for 
Theoretical Physics in Heidelberg. His research focuses on the general properties of 
stochastic networks, which are ubiquitous in the description of complex biological 
systems. He is particularly interested in the question of how temperature changes 
affect the dynamics and emergent properties of such networks.

JENNY SURE
Jenny Sure is a PhD student at Heidelberg University and has been working as a 
research assistant on the ERC project FEVER – Global Histories of (a) Disease 
(1750–1840) since May 2024. She holds a degree in Early Modern History and 
Public History from Ruhr University Bochum. Her doctoral dissertation explores the 
relationship between body and mind in the causation, symptoms, and treatment of 
fevers, focusing on the German-speaking territories.

TOBIAS JUST
Tobias Just is the Executive Manager of the Marsilius-Kolleg of Heidelberg Uni-
versity. After completing his master’s degree in political science and sociology, he 
held different administrative positions in the university’s rectorate before joining the 
Marsilius-Kolleg as a member of its founding team in 2007.

 24.9.26
19:00 UHR

Marsilius-Kolleg 
Im Neuenheimer Feld 130.1, 

69120 Heidelberg und 
im LIVESTREAM

In Kooperation mit der 
Rhein-Neckar-Zeitung

 

Zwischen 
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und  Selbst-

optimierung
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Claudia Denkinger,
Infektionsmedizin  

und Global Health 
Stefanie Gänger,  

Geschichte
Thorsten Moos,  

Systematische  
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Ulrich Schwarz,
Biophysik

MARSILIUS

DER

MENSCH
VERMESSENE
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MARSILIUS-KOLLEG

As an Institute for Advanced Study (IAS), the Marsilius-Kolleg at Heidelberg University fos-
ters innovative forms of interdisciplinary research. Its central aim is to connect the natural, 
life and engineering sciences with the humanities, cultural and social sciences, thereby de-
veloping, implementing and communicating overarching research perspectives. In doing so,
the Kolleg also contributes to dialogue between science and society.

Since its foundation, the Marsilius-Kolleg has evolved step by step into a hub of interdisci-
plinary exchange. In 2008, the first Fellowships and Marsilius Projects began, addressing 
themes such as human dignity and aging, and the public lecture series Marsilius Lecture was
launched. The first Marsilius Academy followed in 2009, and in 2010 the Marsilius Study 
Program was introduced as an interdisciplinary teaching offer. In 2016, the Kolleg moved 
from Heidelberg’s old town to the new Marsilius-Arkaden on the university’s natural sciences
campus, and in the same year the discussion series Marsilius kontrovers was initiated. Since
2018, the Nature Marsilius Visiting Professorship has brought leading experts in science 
communication and journalism to Heidelberg. More recent initiatives include the Young 
Marsilius Fellowships (2021) and the podcast Marsilius im Gespräch (2022).

Today, the Kolleg is a key element of Heidelberg University’s concept of a “Comprehen-
sive Research University” within the national Excellence Strategy. It is designed to structure 
and strengthen interdisciplinarity across disciplines and “scientific cultures.” Three guiding 
principles shape its work: IAS principle: The appointment of Fellows and Young Fellows, 
who for a limited period of time are given freedom for intensive dialogue and independent 
and curiosity-driven research. Bridge principle: The promotion of exchange and cooperation 
across disciplinary and methodological boundaries, including a strong commitment to sci-
ence communication. Heidelberg principle: The support of collaborative activities centered on 
researchers at Heidelberg University and partner institutions in the region.

Over time, the Marsilius-Kolleg has contributed to a gradual cultural transformation at 
Heidelberg University. Acting as a network, platform, incubator and think tank, it brings 
together researchers who would not otherwise collaborate, stimulates new lines of inquiry 
and fosters an atmosphere in which interdisciplinary thinking is valued and practiced. Beyond 
individual projects, the Kolleg has become a driver of institutional change, strengthening 
Heidelberg’s profile as a university where dialogue across disciplines – and with society – is 
a defining characteristic.

THE MARSILIUS-KOLLEG 
WITHIN THE HEIDELBERG- 
HARVARD COOPERATION

The Heidelberg-Harvard Cooperation marks a new chapter in the longstanding academic ties 
between Heidelberg University and Harvard University. By signing a Memorandum of Under-
standing in 2025, the two universities established a structured institutional framework for 
their collaboration for the first time. Supported by the State of Baden-Württemberg through 
its “Global Partnership in Science” program, the cooperation brings together researchers from 
a broad range of disciplines and provides support for developing new joint research initiatives 
and strengthening existing connections.

The Marsilius Visiting Fellowships (MVF) allow the Marsilius-Kolleg to contribute to the 
Heidelberg–Harvard Cooperation in ways that build on its particular strengths. Fellows and 
Young Marsilius Fellows can invite scholars from Harvard to Heidelberg for short academic 
stays. The program offers a flexible framework for exchange, supporting existing collabora-
tions as well as new ideas and connections. The Marsilius-Kolleg supports these visits by 
taking care of practical arrangements, bringing researchers together, and providing an envi-
ronment for interdisciplinary exchange and collaboration. 

We are very pleased and proud that Shigehisa Kuriyama and Natalia Machado have accepted 
our invitation to become the first Marsilius Visiting Fellows within the Heidelberg–Harvard 
Cooperation and bring their outstanding expertise to the Marsilius Academy “Feel the Heat: 
Science and Histories of Fever”.
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